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Within the Law  

By Chelle Cordero  

 

Tom gave up on ever falling in love again the day that he buried his high school 
sweetheart and fiancé. He started a career in law enforcement just so that he could find 
her murderer  and rapist. Just when he is about to see justice done, he meets Alli Davis-
the defense attorney for the murdering rapist who took his love from him. Alli and Tom 
share a mutual and passionate attraction but Alli refuses to make any commitments. 
She is hiding a huge secret. Tom falls in love with her and pursues her despite a false 
arrest, kidnapping and attempt on his life.  

His Lucky Charm  and Within the Law  are two highly sensual, romantic and edge-of-
your-seat tales. Although His Lucky Charm  and Within the Law  are two separate 
stories, they are woven together by a common thread-cousins Caitlyn Smythe and Tom 
Hughes. Some favorite characters appear in both novels and allow the reader to 
become totally absorbed into the family. 

 

 



 

Book Club Discussion Guide  

Within the Law  by Chelle Cordcro  

 
 

1) Tom Hughes is a New York State Trooper. What kind(s) of law  
enforcement officers are there in the area you live in? If there is more  
than one kind, do you know what their immediate jurisdiction and  
responsibilities  are? In an emergency, how would you reach your local  
law enforcement? 
 
 
 
2) In the story Within the Law, Tom is involved in a rescue (a car of  
teenagers goes off a bridge into the water). The rescue is successful,  
but Tom is taken to the hospital after  swallowing water. Alli panics  
when she receives a phone call to pick him up at the hospital. It is  
often very stressful for family members of first responders (police,  
fire, ems) to accept that their work puts them in harmôs way. Do you  
think you coul d live with that fear on a day to day basis? 
 
 
 
3) Alli is a lawyer. She explains to Tom at one point that it is her  
job to make sure everyone who is accused of a crime is defended fairly  
and entitled to a trial by a jury of their peers. Tom has difficul ty  
accepting this since, as law enforcement, he feels his job is to get law  
breakers off of the street. Television often plays on this clash between  
law enforcement and defense lawyers. How do you feel about it? 
 
 
 
4) Tom Hughesô character was created in a previous book by Ms. Cordero,  
His Lucky Charm (formerly called Forgotten) along with other characters  
Caitlyn, Brandon, Sylvia and Walter. Even though the books are stand  
alone stories, how does it make you feel when a character ñlives onò  
beyond the place you first met them? What are your expectations when a  
character makes repeated appearances in several stories? 
 
 
 
5) Alliôs first marriage ended badly ï there were no children. Even  
though she doesnôt want anything to do with her ex-husband, her parents  
continue the relationship with him. Do you feel this is alright? If a  
family member decides to continue having a relationship with an ex, what  
limitations and precautions make sense to protect the individuals  
involved. 
 
 



 
6) Most of the story Within the Law takes place in the Adirondack  
region of New York State. The Adirondacks are known for their mountains,  
lakes, forests, hiking trails and charming villages; in the winter the  
area is a haven for skiers and known for year round fishing, camping and  
scenic drives. Only a few hours from major northeast metro areas, the  
Adirondacks are a popular vacation spot. Have you ever visited the  
Adirondacks? What areas near you sound like they might be an equivalent  
destination? 
 
 
 
7) Sylvia and Walter Hughes raised Tom and his cousin Caitlyn. Now that  
the coupleôs children are grown and on their own (married and getting  
married), the senior Hughes are retired and enjoying life together. Tom  
is embarrassed when his mother makes it clear that she and her husband  
are still quite romantically involved. Thereôs been a lot of talk lately  
that life (including sex) continues well on into the golden years for  
many. Thinking of your older relatives, how does this make you feel?  
Depending on your age, is sexuality important in your own life now  
and/or in later years?  
 
 
 
8) Tomôs behavior PRE-Alli isnôt sterling. He made some decisions (such  
as an affair with a married woman) that even he admits were ill advised.  
He also is known for his temper which, for the most part, he has learned  
to control. If a person has ñchanged their waysò, how much should a  
potential partner consider past decisions when getting involved? 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

                             
 

AUDIO, PRINT, and ALL ELECTRONIC EDITIONS  
 

 
 
Within the Law  by Chelle Cordero is now available as an AUDIOBOOK on Audible, iTunes, and on 
Amazon! Also in All Ebook Formats and Print Editions.  
 

 
Review  

 

Where  Murder  and  Love  Collide ... 
 

... Chelle Cordero begins Within The Law  with a great setup of murder, betrayal, and plot twists that 
engage the reader immediately. As I read the opening chapters, I was reminded somewhat of Scott 
Turow's Presumed Innocent. Cordero then takes a turn I didn't expect, and the opening story arc 
closes. In Ken Follet style, the novel subsequently explores the tragic sequence of events keeping Tom 
and Alli from being together. The novel is, therefore, less courtroom murder mystery and more star -
crossed love story. 
 
Cordero's writing and plot is engaging and entertaining. One is drawn to Tom and Alli and their story 
just as they are drawn to one another. The dialogue is real and crisp and the novel moves quickly. 
Within the Law  makes a great summer beach read. 

 
Todd A. Fonseca VINE VOICE 

   
 
 
Within the Law audiobook is narrated by Barry Newman, professional voice artist and producer,  
residing in Florida. Barry also narrated and produced Chelle Corderoôs A Chaunce of Riches. Barry 
has come to audiobook industry after years  of both writing and voicing radio and TV commercials, 
and has this to say about his work:  ñI truly enjoy reading a well written story and because of my 
background I am always thinking about what the listener is hearing. Putting myself in that position I 
must admit that many times I stop in the middle of a paragraph or sentence asking myself óWould I 
want to hear it that way?ô ï our guess is that listeners will give him a resounding YES. 
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.com/review/R19XM8UNW00R0B/ref=cm_cr_dp_title?ie=UTF8&ASIN=B001HSMYSA&channel=detail-glance&nodeID=133140011&store=digital-text


                             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AUDIO, PRINT, and ALL ELECTRONIC EDITIONS  
 
 

BUY LINKS  
 
 

AUDIO ï   
 

And if you decide to use the Amazon -exclusive Audible.com 30 -day free trial 
membership it includes:  

¶ This audiobook free, plus a bonus audiobook of your choice 
¶ Exchange any book you don't like with our Great Listen Guarantee  

¶ Total flexibility - cancel, pause or upgrade membership easily and whenever you like 

AUDIO on iTunes ï 
 

 
PRINT  

http://www.amazon.com/Within -Law-Chelle-Cordero/dp/0615997899  
 

Nook  
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/within -the-law-chelle-cordero/1102492201 

 
Kindle  

http://www.amazon.com/Within -Law-Chelle-Cordero-ebook/dp/B001HSMYSA   
 

AllRomance Ebooks  
https://www.allromanceebooks.com/product -withinthelaw -17761-149.html 

 
Apple iBooks  

https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/within -the-law/id365800715  
 

Smashwords for All Ereaders  
https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1552  

 
and the FREE Boo k Club Discussion Packet  with full color printable bookmarks, author bio and 
photo, discussion starters, and synopsis ï  on Chelleôs Media Page -http:// ChelleCordero.com/media/   
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Within-Law-Chelle-Cordero/dp/0615997899
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/within-the-law-chelle-cordero/1102492201
http://www.amazon.com/Within-Law-Chelle-Cordero-ebook/dp/B001HSMYSA
https://www.allromanceebooks.com/product-withinthelaw-17761-149.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/within-the-law/id365800715
https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1552
http://chellecordero.com/media/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Within the Law  New Edition  Sneak Peek Video 
or 

http://youtu.be/nzDCmwn0Y94   

 
 
 

 

http://youtu.be/nzDCmwn0Y94
http://youtu.be/nzDCmwn0Y94
http://youtu.be/nzDCmwn0Y94



